With the First Nighters

The outlook theatrieally for the remainder of
the month can scarcely be called alluring. The
Theatre will be dark until the early part of May,
and the other houses are announcing attrections
that, from a distanece, seem hardly llkely to ex-
clte vnwonted enthuslagsm. The unexpected may
happen;, of course, at one of the popular priced
places, and if so it will be that much the more
welcome. The collapse of the mouthy promises
of the delectable Palton and Smulzer aggregalion
of Denver, lessees of the Grand here, reélative 1o
first-class shows being seen at that theatre next
season, s rather disconcerting to those local first
nighters who hoped to see Mrs. Fiske and a num-
ber of other stars next winter, who find it lmpos-
sible to appear at other Salt Lake playhouses,

The Theatre in May and early June, however,
evidently intends to make up for its lack of offer-
ings for the current month. The May showa In-
clude John Drew, In hiz new play, "Jack Straw;”
Bthel Barrymore, In “Lady Fredervick;" “Polly of
the Circus,” the long anticipated ‘Merry Widow,"
and Marle Doro, in her newest success, “The
Richest Girl” This popular young actress {8 now
appearing in this farce at the Criterion In New
York., The play Is oy Paul Gavault and Michael
Morton. Miss Doro, however, will substitute “The
Morals of Marcus” for “The Richeat Girl" during
her western tour,

The list is interesting, and promises an ex-
cellent close to the season,

The resorts open In slx weeks and after that
it will take elghteen-carat shows to draw any sort
of an audlence at all, for indications at present
are of a trend that promises unusually good at-
tractions at the Lake, the Lagoon, and the Sailt
Palace, through the summer months,

The announcement that Martin Beck has se-
cured the Grand theater In Ogden I8 one chat
fa encouraging for next season’s outlovk in
the wvaudeville line, at least, as “with an
Ogden Orpheum, it |{s probable arrangements for
handling &cts for both that house and the local
theatre will be facllitated to an extent that will
possibly mean better vaudeville here,
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The permissibility of novelty now and then in
the presenting of Shakespeare has apparantly
been answered with some degree of finality by
Ben Greet this season In his production of Shale-
speire's woodland fantasy, “A Midsummer Night's
Dream,” accompanled by Mendelssohn's musle,
and "The Tempest,"” with musical arrangement by
Sir Arthur Sulllvan and Tschalkowsky, The
rather radical departure from gensrally accepted
Shakespearcan efforts has given the Greet play-
ers a new lease on publie favor.

Tedlous as may become the action of the
farce, Mendelssohn's wonderful score grips and
holds, forming with Mr. Greet's presentation of
the play, a production wholly original and alto
gether satisfying. “A Midsummer Night's Dream”
was seen Monday and Tuesday evenings, and
“The Tempest" Wednesaday night at the Theatre,
Mr. Greet and his players presenting and the Rus-
sinn 8ymphony Orchestra of New York, accom-
panying, Modest Altschuler, conducting. The for-
mer proved the better offering of the engagement.

While tha Greet form of playing Shakespeare
is set for a stage in the open, with natural wood
land for a background, so finlihed is the artistry
of the star and his asgociates that, with artif-
clal scenery of alageland robbing the ldea of ita
chiefest charm, a splendid performance s never
thelegs glven. With the plays he g at present
offering, however, Mr. Greet must relinguish hon.
ors of this season to the orchestra aocompanying
him, for the real pleasure of an evening with the
Shakespeare of the Greet players lles In splendid
wark of Conductor Altachuler's musicinns,

They vilalize a performance that might other-
wise prove deadly monotonous, as in hoth “A
Midsummer Night's Dream” and "The Tempest,”
there {8 neither change of scenery nor Intermis-
glon, the plays golng continuously for two and a
half hours, The rare Interpretation of the scores
written for the two plays ranks with the finest
of orchestra work heard here In geveal seasons,
and In this respect the ongagement was & suc-
COSS,
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Giyen a capable presentation and there's an

answer to at least one phase of the girl question

natinns are mirthfal  od Mr. Howard's muslc I
whistly. It's hard to see just why Paul Nichojson
ir featured In the company, however, as his cofi-
ception and execution of the part of Con Ryan
s characterless, spineless and odious. He pretiy
nearly spolls a good show, Marguerite De Von Is
pretty and vivaclous and wears some very Frenchy
costumes charmingly. With the excepuion of
Elsle Secott the rest of the company {8 but fair,
supported by a tired looking chorus. Miss BootL
ig the possessar of a personality, ntirnctivenecss
and talent that would bring her to the front If
put to use along dramatle lines, “The Girl Ques-

Flo Clatk who appears at the Orphewn next week.

in the newest Askin:Singer musical play of that
pame from the versatile pens of Hough and Ad-
ams and Joseph E. Howard, besides three hours
of clever lines, sinngy slang, calchy tunes, direc-
tolre gowns and pretiy faces and forms.

Hough, Adams and Howard wrote the “Time,
Plice and the Girl,” “A Stubobrn  Cinderella,"
and one or two other musiecal shows that he
ful and i» many wavs “The Girl
Question” s the best of ‘lLielr efforte. Thursday
evening at the Theatre saw one of the largest
first night audilences of the season out to witness
the Initial presentation of the show here, and

been suoc

while the majority of the producing company Is
disappointing, the play Is Ltuneful
onourgh to carry llself over the rough places
There's a hint of a good story In the action, sit

clever and

tion™ closes at the Theatre with two perform-
ances today,
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A lot of people got off wrong the first part of
the week with the ldea that the Orphepm show
was of tho eltrus variety and not worth an oven:
ing. While the bill fan't an all-star combination
there I8 & lot of musgle and laughs In the seven
acls and two of the turns would headline any Or-
pheum show of the season

These are Nonelte Lyle, a preily Brooklyn
girl who plays a violln beantifully and Juan Tach
ernoff's troupe of trained ponies and dogs Miss
Lyle appears in character and her playing ia fas
cinntingly strong

The poniss and dogs nre worith the money and

the act ranks with the best of its kind In van




